State Exhibition ‘Emperor Frederick II. (1194-1250). World and Culture of the Mediterranean’ in the State Museum for Nature and Mankind Oldenburg from February 10th until June 15th 2008
On keep in track the high art of falconry

Falconry is the ancient art to hunt wildlife with falcons, eagles and hawks. Humans always used thereby the natural abilities of these birds of prey and turned them to hunt assistants. The beginning of the falconry is well known from the steppe areas of Asia and from India; the first narrations about the hawking are older than 2000 years already. Probably only by Attila, the prince of the huns, the falconry advanced in Europe.

With his book „De arte venandi cum avibus“ – „About the art to hunt with birds“ – the emperor Frederick II. created a lasting reference book at the highest stage of these craft. This book expels him as the most famous falconer in mediaeval times. Because of his characterizations has been up to date in there main features as well, these State Exhibition will devote this so called „Book of Falconry“ in a separate way – with an own specialized exhibition.

This compendium about falconry, that has been written from the emperor by the example of Arabic publication about falconry, are based on his own practical knowledge. In his preface he noticed the aim of the way to show the nature of the birds and the falconry such as „to make things viewable in the way they are“. Today this ambition seems to be banal, but in the opinions of the mediaeval times it was properly revolutionary. Frederick II. Was not afraid to correct authorities like Aristoteles or Plinius, if there informations are not agreed with his own experiences.

During the perfect exercise of the highest art of hawking the ideal falconer will be a “perfect man” – in this way the emperor write down his own perception as an ideal from himself. The insights he allows the reader to look at the falconry are unrivalled in there profundity till this day. Due to the deliverances of contemporary witness we know, that the imperator hold off writing this book for a long time. His son Manfred had to push him, because he was plugged by the passion of hawking. Frederick looked back of his own experiences with the posture of birds for decades;  studies on wildlife birds with high intensity and complex experiments had made him an expert. This way of doing – at that time completely unusual – his book about falconry should be protect against deliverances about mistakes and tales. In this very day lyrics and illustrations let this book attend unwonted modern.

Today, the original of the „Book about falconry“ is not received. It absconds in the coherence of Fredericks military defeat in the morning of the 18th of February  in the year 1248 – his only badly defeat. The troops of the emperor have had inclosed Parma since month as the citizens of Parma forced and conquered the imperial army camp Viktoria in the morning. At this time not only the whole treasury but also the glorious transcription of the “Book of falconry” got hold of the predators. The imperator came to know about these occasions later, because meanwhile he stood far away at the hawking. Such a fortuity of the history!

The fact, that today we have an idea of this unique act of publication, we will due to his son Manfred (1231 – 1266); he have seen to his fathers concepts and scriptures that a copy of this publication could develop. For this “copy”, that had to be done not for august of the year 1258, he had worked with the same illustrator. Today it will preserve in the archive of the Vatican.

The particular thing of this medieval manuscript is more than a brilliant textbook about the posture of birds of prey and the falconry.  This is a contemporary whole complex about the knowledge about anatomy, nourishment, way of life, migrations and the covey of the different birds. Because of all these informations this book can be called the oldest textbook of the ornithology rightly. Besides, the book of falconry shows the whole spectrum of hawks and their booties in the same way – with a lot of details. The illustration will show almost 120 different species of bird – all of them had been noticed in their natural field. This fact describes a famous quality leap of book art in medieval times.

Particularly the illustrations are the base of the detailed view of the world of birds in the south of Italy during the 13th century. Besides of the modern aspect of the history of environment the “Book of falconry” will get a new quality: This book can be a connection to omnipresent theme of climate change.
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